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32 SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF SIGMA XI 

FOR THE YEAR 1916 

Introduction 

With this report your secretary closes twelve years of service 
in this office. It is appropriate to acknowledge before the Society 
in general the pleasurable associations which have been a part of the 
work of this period. I esteem very highly the privilege of meeting 
on a personal basis the many members and officers of different chap- 
ters with whom I have come in contact. These twelve years have 
seen tremendous changes in the organization. It has grown from a 
relatively small company of nineteen chapters and 953 members to a 
nation-wide organization which now includes thirty chapters and 
more than 10,000 members on its rolls. It has been a source of 
genuine pride to me to record in successive years the advancement 
which the Society has achieved. The record of this progress is 
all too incomplete and unsatisfactory as presented in my reports. 
It is proper, however, to emphasize here the fact that whatever of 
those reports may have attracted the attention and aroused the 
interest of the membership should be attributed to the work of the 
chapters and their officers. My own task has been only to collate 
the records forwarded to the central office and to present them before 
the Society. The task has proved distinctly agreeable, but for its 
results the secretary cannot claim any merit of his own. 

The clerk who had been employed for several years on part time 
to care for the details of the Society's business in the secretary's 
office resigned last June on account of ill health. This fact accounts 
for an accumulation of neglected duties; then also, it was not pos- 
sible to fill- the position properly for some time, all of which made 
it naturally difficult to straighten out the work, and my apologies 
are due those who have failed to secure proper attention to items 
referred this office regarding the work of the Society. I am glad 
to report that things have been brought up to date, and chapters 
may depend upon receiving prompt attention to their requests. 

Secretary's Expense Fund 
The secretary is in receipt of moneys for certificates of member- 
ship sent out under the direction of the Society, for copies of the 
Quarter Century Record and History sold, and for subscriptions 
to the Quarterly. The first item constitutes really a revolving 
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fund, since as the supply of certificates on hand approaches deple- 
tion, it is renewed and the bill for printing the new supply paid out 
of the fund accumulated. Seven copies of the Quarter Century 
Record and History have been sold during the year. The money 
from the sale of such copies is gradually accumulating, as evidenced 
by the balance in this fund, and will go to make good the advance 
from the general treasury towards the printing of the volume some 
years ago. 

The principal item of office expense is postage, since payment 
for clerical services is made directly by the treasurer as shown in 
his annual report. The deposit book on the First National Bank 
of Champaign, Illinois, shows a balance December 20, 1916, of 
$236.39, corresponding to the statement on page 34 which covers 
one year beginning December 20, 191 5. 

Early Publications of the Society 

For two years the secretary carried on the back cover of the 
Sigma Xi Quarterly a request for copies of the early publications 
of the Society. A few have been secured, but not by any means as 
many as might be desired. This method is taken of calling the 
matter again to the attention of the Society in the hope that some 
of the older members may be able to furnish printed matter to fill 
out the sets now partially made up. It is the intention of the secre- 
tary to carry out this year the instructions given him two years ago 
and to have these items bound in series with an appropriate title 
page and index, after which they may be deposited in a number of 
the leading libraries of this country to be a permanent record of the 
early history of the Society. Incidentally it may be mentioned that 
the only copy of the first constitution extant is the manuscript 
record in the old secretary's book now in my possession. It might 
be well worth while as a matter of historical record to have this 
document printed at the same time and bound with the later publica- 
tions, extra copies being provided for distribution to those inter- 
ested. 
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Sigma Xi Quarterly 

The Quarterly has been issued this year in accordance with the 
plan discussed and approved at previous conventions. The con- 
tents are purely those items which are of personal interest to the 
membership, including chiefly the records of chapters and such notes 
as have immediate reference to the work of the organization. 

It is proposed to include in it hereafter a calendar for the year, 
listing such items as may be reported to the general secretary in 
time for introduction into the record. Chapter secretaries will aid 
in the preparation of this if they will send data at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. 

The Quarterly has printed this year reports of chapter activities 
from twelve of the chapters in membership in Sigma Xi. This 
represents forty per cent of the membership as against only twenty- 
five per cent reporting last year. It is hoped that chapters may see 
the advantage of putting on record their elections to membership 
with the basis for the same, so that the Society at large may be 
familiar with the practices of the individual chapters. 

It is interesting to note that all of the reports printed this year 
are furnished by chapters which have been making reports with 
some regularity previously. There are still six chapters which have 
never yet submitted a report in form for publication; these are 
Brown, California, Case, Columbia, Washington University, and 
Wisconsin. It certainly appears like an unfortunate circumstance 
that institutions of such influence as those listed here should not have 
contributed to the permanent records of the Society and should not 
have given to other chapters the benefit of their experience in uphold- 
ing and extending the ideals of Sigma Xi. 

Present Membership in Sigma Xi 

A summary of the membership statistics for the year 1915-1916 
was printed in the December Quarterly. Only two of the thirty 
chapters, namely, Columbia and Michigan, failed to make any report 
at all. The Society still continues its remarkable growth discussed 
in extenso in my last report. During the past year there have been 
elected 740 new members, distributed as follows: 
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262 undergraduates 

361 graduates 

93 faculty members 

11 alumni 

13 non-residents 

740 
making the total membership at the present time not much less 
than 11,000, even omitting the elections of Columbia and Michigan 
for the past year. One chapter, Cornell, has enrolled nearly 1,400 
members ; the next in size, Yale, nearly 800 ; three others, Chicago, 
Illinois, and Michigan, more than 600. There are four other chap- 
ters with more than 500 members; two more with more than 400 
members ; four more, or in all, half the total number of chapters, 
with more than 300 members; and only one chapter, our newest 
addition, Texas, has less than 100 members. 

It is difficult to compare the chapters on the basis of the active 
membership. This would be, indeed, more significant than the total 
membership, but in reporting for this year some chapter secre- 
taries must have misunderstood the significance of the term "active 
membership," since the figures given are clearly out of keeping with 
the enrolment in the institutions which would probably be included 
in that term as defined in the Constitution. In general, of course, 
it is evident that the largest chapters are in the big institutions 
and that the small chapters are found in institutions of a technical 
character with more limited enrollment. A glance at the list shows 
that one-third of the chapters have an active membership of over 
100. In such organizations, the problems and methods must neces- 
sarily be different from those which appertain to groups of fifty or 
less, such as exist in another third of the chapters, roughly speak- 
ing. It is easy to see that in the large institutions the difficulties 
of personal contact and individual judgment on the ability of 
students are very real, whereas in the smaller institutions, familiar- 
ity with the entire student body and with the work of the individual 
is so general that the electoral board may well undertake to reach 
conclusions that would be beyond the power of any group in the 
larger institution. This, it seems to me, gives a very real basis to the 
urgent request of many chapters that they be allowed to introduce 
the plan for associate membership which would offer them an oppor- 
tunity to try out conclusions formed on imperfect data. It is inter- 



REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 37 

esting to note that the vote for this movement has come largely in 
the chapters of larger membership, and that those who failed to see 
the importance of the provision are in good part the representatives 
of chapters in which the membership is relatively small. 

The elections of 1916 when compared with those of previous 
years show certain rather interesting differences. In 1913 four 
chapters elected no undergraduates, namely, Chicago, Indiana, 
Syracuse, and Wisconsin. In 1914 Minnesota and Missouri joined 
the list of those reporting no undergraduate elections. This year 
the newest of our chapters, Texas, has joined the group, and the 
status of Columbia and Michigan is uncertain because of the absence 
of their reports. The total elections from undergraduates do not 
differ greatly from last year's record, since with two chapters not 
reporting, the total under this heading is 262 as compared with 282 in 
last year's record. If one takes into account the increase in enroll- 
ment, it is apparent, however, that there is a slight decrease in the 
percentage of undergraduate elections. The total number of gradu- 
ate students is fifty-six more than were elected last year, and of 
faculty members, six less than were elected last year. Data con- 
cerning the election of alumni and non-residents are not as yet very 
significant, since chapters have not assumed the responsibility of 
taking up such elections regularly, and the data given represent 
sporadic movements rather than general efforts to consider the 
appropriateness of making selections from these groups. 

Those who at the time when the matter was originally discussed 
expressed a fear lest the privilege of electing non-resident members 
should be abused and result in a cheapening of the privilege through 
too general selections on the part of chapters, will be agreeably 
disappointed to note from the table that only four chapters made use 
of this opportunity during the past year, and that all in all, only 
thirteen persons were elected under that heading. If chapters con- 
tinue to exercise this care in the selection of non-resident members, 
the fact of such election will come to be a distinct honor and may 
easily grow to be an important element in emphasizing the research 
ideal of our organization. 

Membership Record 

At the request of the Executive Committee, the secretary sent 
a communication to each of the chapters last spring asking that the 
card index in the secretary's office be brought up to date. On the 
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whole the plan was welcomed with distinct approval by the chapters. 
Eight of them have already furnished complete records of their 
membership on index cards which are sent out from the secretary's 
office under the instructions of the general convention. These chap- 
ters are the following : 

California Ohio 

District of Columbia Syracuse 

Minnesota Texas 

Nebraska Wisconsin 

Seven others have made partial returns and are completing the 
record as rapidly as feasible. These are: 

Brown Missouri 

Chicago Pennsylvania 

Colorado Northwestern 

Cornell 
Ten chapters have expressed their intention of furnishing the 
data but have found it difficult to correct the cards without asking 
more time, so that while nothing has been received, action has been 
taken looking towards the furnishing of records at an early date in 
the future. These are : 

Case Stanford 

Illinois University of Washington 

Indiana Washington University 

Purdue Worcester 

Rensselaer Yale 

Five chapters have either made no reply at all or have indicated 
that it would be difficult to comply with the request at the present 
time. These are: 

Columbia Michigan 

Iowa Union 

Kansas 
It is to be hoped that in some way these chapters may find it 
possible to furnish their records to date, and then with provision 
for making definite returns annually, it will not be difficult or 
expensive to keep the index in the secretary's office up to date. 

I am confident that it would save time and energy if the chapters 
would utilize for their records of membership such an index card as 
has been prepared and is furnished by the general Society free of 
charge on the stipulation that a duplicate set of the records be sent 
to the secretary's office for incorporation into the general index of 
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the Society which is maintained there. In the long run it would be 
of distinct advantage for the chapters to get their records into 
uniform shape and the advantages to the Society at large in the 
making and preserving of a complete record are too evident to need 
discussion here. Naturally, the secretary is not anxious to do more 
than carry out the wishes of the Society as expressed in the instruc- 
tions of the Executive Committee and the general convention, to 
which he must look for further instructions in this matter. 

There must be some confusion in the minds of chapter secre- 
taries and others with reference to the classification of members. 
Very likely this is due to brevity or obscurity of statement in the 
outlines for preparing such lists sent out from the secretary's office. 
It has been the intention to follow the system which was devised for 
the Quarter Century Record and History and discussed at length at 
the Washington Convention. A member is entered upon our perma- 
nent rolls under the heading which was the basis of his original selec- 
tion by the chapter. Thus an individual elected as an undergraduate 
would still be listed in the total number of undergraduate mem- 
bers in the chapter record, even though he might have passed 
through various grades of service and have achieved a seat on the 
faculty. Any other plan would result in great confusion, as men 
moving about might become easily in turn graduate students, faculty 
members, and alumni, or change their status almost indefinitely in 
successive years. If the plan suggested is followed, then the totals 
for any given year would be found by adding the elections for the 
past year to the totals at the beginning of that year. 

The figures given for active membership are, of course, not in 
any direct fashion related to the other figures listed in the table, 
and would evidently be reported by each chapter on the basis of 
those who are sharing in the financial responsibilities of the chap- 
ter and by virtue of the fact receive the rights of the chapter and 
are entered on the mailing list of the Quarterly. 

There are, of course, in every large institution numerous grades 
of service which are difficult to classify. Certain of them are clearly 
classifiable under two headings, as for example in the case of 
graduate students who are also on the teaching staff. The Con- 
stitution provides, however, very distinctly for four kinds of active 
members and gives a definite basis for the selection of each kind. 
If the chapter votes upon a man under the specifications set for 
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graduate students, his name should then naturally be listed under 
graduate student elections ; and while for other purposes he may be 
a member of the faculty, it would give an incorrect estimate of his 
qualifications to return his election as that of a faculty member. 
Most chapters have rules which provide for the interpretation of 
these cases of double classification, but it is evident that if any 
person is elected under the stipulations for a given class, his name 
should be listed in that class and not in a different group, the stipu- 
lations of which he was not asked to meet. 

The secretary may be permitted to call attention to the ideal 
form in which the records are kept and presented to the member- 
ship for action in the Cornell and Pennsylvania Chapters. Reference 
to their printed reports in the Quarterly will show the way in 
which precise data are assembled concerning each of the proposed 
candidates for membership. After action has been taken, these data 
serve at once as a valuable record of the achievements of individual 
members and at the same time as a complete justification of the 
action taken by the chapter in selecting them. Nothing serves to 
emphasize more strongly the stress laid upon research by the Society 
of the Sigma Xi than a list of elections which includes at the same 
time an actual record of achievement for each of the names listed. 

Chapter Records 

In a previous annual report I have called attention to the diffi- 
culties under which the Society labors by virtue of the frequent 
changes in chapter officers, especially because the chapter secre- 
taries do not understand or follow the practices of their predecessors. 
Indeed, they confess they often are puzzled as to what should be 
done or how they can bring their work into line with the usage in 
other chapters and make their records conform to the general records 
of the Society. In the interests of accurate historical records, it 
would seem important to have a uniform plan decided upon for the 
entire organization and transmitted to chapter secretaries in such 
form that they may be able to follow the plan consistently from 
year to year. I would accordingly recommend to the general con- 
vention that it consider the advisability of requesting the secretary 
to prepare such an outline for the keeping of records, and to submit 
the same to the Executive Committee for its approval, with the 
idea that if it meets such approval, it may be duplicated and sent 
to chapter secretaries for their information and assistance. 

Some of the chapters have had splendid secretaries and their 
records are in perfect condition. This is strikingly true of the 
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Alpha Chapter, which, although it has been in existence for thirty 
years and has enrolled nearly 1,400 members, possesses a complete 
and accurate record of all its proceedings. The difficulties in some 
other chapters may be readily inferred from a statement which I 
quote, for obvious reasons without names, from a personal letter. 
The writer is an old and very enthusiastic as well as careful and 
efficient member of the organization. Speaking of the condition 
of the records in his own chapter, he writes as follows : 

"During last year I prepared a blank form to be used in making 
nominations. This form was adopted by the chapter, and was used 
this year. It proved to be very helpful to the Nominating Com- 
mittee and gave all the information necessary to make out the report. 
But our recording secretary resigned and left .... immedi- 
ately after commencement. It now seems as if these blanks were 
destroyed, at least they were not turned over to our new recording 
secretary. Neither were any records made on the minutes. So 
there we are I" 

The instance is not an isolated one. I have had a frank statement 
more than once from other chapter secretaries that the chapter 
possessed no record of the names or qualifications of those elected 
in the previous year, although from a list published in some daily 
paper, it "seemed probable that the following persons had been 
chosen for membership." Such instances as this evidence, of 
course, an unfortunate disregard on the part of those elected to 
positions of honor in chapters of the responsibilities which are 
reasonably associated with the position. So far as I can see, the 
only way to prevent such difficulties is to ask the immediate return 
to some central officer of the general Society of a record sufficiently 
complete to give the requisite data for preservation in the archives 
of Sigma Xi. 

Professor Prosser 
In the last number of the Quarterly was printed an obituary 
of Professor Charles Smith Prosser. Professor Prosser was elected 
to the Alpha Chapter at the fifth meeting of the Society, being at that 
time a graduate student at Cornell. He has ever been an ardent 
advocate of the organization and a constant and vigorous champion 
of its ideals. He contributed to the first volume of the Quarterly 
an interesting article on the early days of the organization. In his 
death Sigma Xi loses a loyal member and those of us who knew 
him a kind and inspiring helper. 

Henry B. Ward 



